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Remarks by Ziad Andrew Shehady 
at the Springfield Township Committee 

Annual Organization Meeting 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to our annual reorganization meeting – thank you for coming!  I want 
to recognize and thank the clergy, veterans, elected officials, and honored guests for joining us and 
being a part of this day.  I especially want to thank our state representatives here with us today, 
Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr., Assembly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick, and 
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz for their insight, assistance and unwavering support.  I am also very 
grateful for the friendship and counsel of Springfield’s Republican Chairman Harold Poltrock – 
thank you very much Harold. 
 
There’s one last person I want to name individually - Jerry Fernandez.  He has been a friend since 
2008 regardless of successes and despite disagreements or challenges.  His passion for service is 
unique, his hard work and selflessness are rare and we have a lot of fun serving together and 
campaigning together.  Thank you Committeeman Fernandez – I’m happy to continue working 
together for the benefit of our community. 
 
I know I’ve said it before, but it really is a tremendous honor to have been elected, for a third time, 
to the Township Committee to serve Springfield, a wonderful town with a rich history and amazing 
people.  To some politicians, those people are just voters but to me, this journey has been a very 
touching one because those people have welcomed me into their homes during the campaign, asked 
me to perform marriage ceremonies, invited me to special family occasions, we’ve cheered together 
at their children’s sporting games and recognized their accomplishments, we mourned at funerals 
and celebrated births – so to me, those residents are not voters but my friends.  I won’t take the time 
to name everyone individually but I thank you because I would not be here today without your help 
and support. 
 
 



My foray into local government started over 7 years ago when I first ran for the Springfield 
Township Committee with a clear vision and purpose to disrupt “business as usual”, draw attention 
to divisive and self-serving politics, promote an open government that puts the people first, and 
provide my constituents with effective representation.  They were lofty goals against the backdrop of 
a very well-established system and it may have been a bit naïve to think I would be able to tackle 
those issues alone and at the age of 23.  But I had resolved to make an attempt and in 2007, the 
voters of Springfield decided to give me and my platform a chance – for that I am honored and 
humbled.  Despite being in the political minority for 4 of the last 6 years, I stayed true to my course 
and now being the longest current serving member of the Township Committee, I can say 
Springfield’s government is drastically different from the days when we used to meet in a cramped 
room in the Annex building so small that residents did not feel welcome to participate.  I can rattle 
off a long list of advancements and initiatives large and small - operational, programmatic, and 
strategic, but in short, Springfield has moved forward (maybe not as much as I would like) and we’ve 
made significant improvements over the years. 
 
However, I know the work is not complete and I know I was not elected to celebrate those 
accomplishments.  Two terms later, renewed by the faith, confidence and affirmation by voters, I am 
certain of the need to stay focused on those goals that motivated me to run for office and I plan to 
do so for the next three years.  So, to my fellow Committee members and administration, you can 
expect I will challenge appointments, question spending, debate ordinances and resolutions, urge 
choosing the hard right over the easy wrong, call out the politics, and vote with passion and 
conviction – because I can’t forget the feedback from residents all over town, especially the 
gentleman on Tooker Avenue that’s probably watching on TV right now who told me, “You’re 
doing a great job!  Keep giving them hell!”  But genuinely, I hope we can work together and it can 
be a fantastic 2015 so that residents and businesses can be proud to call Springfield home. 
 
Best wishes to everyone for a healthy, prosperous and happy new year.  God bless Springfield and 
God bless America. 
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